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"A INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


The summary of this incident is based upon reports (Exhibit A) memorandums and taped 
interviews by Homicide Bureau investigators contained in this packet. This summary is 
preliminary and does not include an interview of Department members who were involved in the 
incident by the Internal Affairs Bureau (IAB) investigators. 


On November 4, 1999, Lieutenant Karyn Mannis, Sergeants Roger Zombek and Gary Kimble of 
IAB, were notified that in the early morning hours Homicide Bureau conducted a multi-location 
search warrant operation for weapons used in several recent gang-related homicides. Personnel 
from Safe Streets Bureau and Special Enforcement Bureau assisted in the operation. During the 
operation Deputies Mark Wedel, A ana Darrin Wilkinson, ENIM were confronted by a 
suspect who exited a converted garage and pointed an AK-47 assault rifle at them. The deputies 
fired several rounds at the suspect who dropped his weapon and ran back into the shed. 


Deputy Wilkinson arrived at the scene at approximately 0509 hours and was assigned to the rear 
containment of the house at — Marilla Avenue, Norwalk, along with Deputies John 
Lopez, and Mark Wedel. Deputy Wilkinson said they knew that there was a converted 
garage in the back of the house. The deputies walked along the roadway to the location and then 
in a slow jog down the south side of the house, towards the rear of the house. Deputy Wilkinson 
said, “Deputy Lopez is first, then myself, and Wedel is third.” Deputy Wilkinson said he then 
heard a flashbang from another location that was being hit and felt that the suspects knew they 
were at the location before the deputies were able to get in place. 


Deputy Wilkinson said as he was focused on the south door of the front house and as they passed 
he heard Deputy Wedel yell, “Sheriff, drop it!” and at the same time a series of gunshots. 
Wilkinson said he turned towards the converted garage door and saw a male Hispanic, with a 
weapon, which he immediately recognized it as an AK-47. The suspect pointed the weapon 
towards the deputies who were at the’corner of the driveway making their way into the front 
house. Deputy Wilkinsori said he fired one round at the subject who was at the converted garage 
door and then one more round just as the garage door was closing. 


Deputy Wilkinson said that he was behind a parked car and moved to another parked car after he 
fired his rounds. He then moved to the corner of the house and back to one parked car when he 
saw that Deputy Lopez was still on the south side of the converted garage, containing the 
southwest corner of the converted garage. After approximately two minutes and several times 
yelling for the suspects to corne out, three suspects exited the garage. Deputy Wilkinson did 
recognize the suspect who had the weapon. After the three suspects were pronged out, Special 
Enforcement Bureau personnel arrived and Wilkinson retreated from the scene. 


Deputy Mark Wedel said that during the morning briefing Sergeant Bachmeier instructed him 


John Lopez and Darrin Wilkinson to do a containment of the location to the rear of i 
Marrilla, a detached garage where people were possibly living. They approached the detached 
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garage with their weapons drawn and pointed towards the garage. There was a noise coming 
from inside of the garage and then a sound of a latch opening. The small pedestrian door opened 
up and a male Hispanic was holding a rifle along his right side. The suspect started raising the 
rifle towards the driveway. Fearing the suspect was going to shoot deputies that were down at the 
end of the driveway, Deputy Wedel yelled “Sheriff,” and simultaneously fired his weapon at the 
suspect six or seven times; he also recognized the weapon as an AK-47, and yelled, “AK-47.” 
Deputy Wedel said he was backing up while he was firing his weapon to seek better cover 
because of the AK-47. The suspect spun to his left and went back inside the door, then closed the 
door. Deputy Wedel then backed out from the side of the garage and took cover by a parked car 
in the driveway. 


Deputy John A. Lopez, HBB, said his prearranged assignment was the south wall at the west 
corner of the rear structure of the location. Deputy Lopez said that Deputies Wilkinson and 
Wedel were somewhere in the vicinity behind him taking up their positions. 


Deputy Lopez said as he neared his position, he thought he heard the sound of footsteps inside 
the front residence. He made his way along the south side of the rear building and heard six to 
seven gunshots. Deputy Lopez said he looked in the direction of other deputies behind him and 
saw Deputy Wedel firing his service weapon in the direction of the rear house. 


Deputy Lopez said at that time, he was advised by one of the deputies present that there was an 
AK-47 at that residence. When he was asked if he was all right, he merely communicated with 
those deputies by use of a flashlight. Deputy Lopez said he maintained his position and kept 
sécurity to the rear of that location until Special Enforcement Bureau deputies arrived a short 
time later. 


Subject IMH/15 was interviewed by Homicide invéstigators at Norwalk Sheriff's 
Station. Subjec said Ke resides in the [house located at —0 wm 


the City of| On November 3, 1999, he decided to TT the E in the rear converted 


garage, along with his two friends, whom he identified and| 


En | said that he and his friends fell asleep at 0200 hours. Subject E that 
before dawn, he was awakened by a sound from what he thought to be a gun shot. He said that 
due to numerous recent shootings in the area, he armed himself with his AK-47 rifle and went to 
the front door of the converted garage. His friends were still asleep when he opened the door, 
with his right hand and held the end of the barrel to his rifle in his left hand. He said as the door 
began to open, he pushed it further open, using his body and returning his right hand to the 
trigger area of the weapon. As the door opened, he heard several shots fired and he realized that 
the shots were being fired at him by police because he was illuminated by flashlight. 


m E he dropped the gun to the ground as he wanted the police to know that the 
gun was outside and no longer in his possession. After dropping the gun, he retreated back inside 
the house. A short time later, he and his friends were ordered out of the converted garage, 
handcuffed and transported to Norwalk Sheriff's Station. 
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The suspect’s weapon an SKS semiautomatic rifle, was recovered. It was loaded with 20 live 
rounds in the magazine and none in the chamber. 
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT - SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 


DATE: NOVEMBER 4, 1999 FILE NO.: 099-18547-0459-055 
C: ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY WEAPON, ACTION: ACTIVE/ INVESTIGATION 
ON.A PEACE OFFICER, 245(d)(1) P.C. CONDUCTED/ VICTIMS 
INTERVIEWED/ SUBJECT 
v: (SEE BELOW) ARRESTED AND 
INTERVIEWED/ COMPLAINT 
D: 11/04/99, (THURSDAY) AT 0512 HOURS. SOUGHT | 


L: BERRA avenue 
NORWALK, CA 90650 


s: D 115 
SSeS) 


DOB: 
ARRESTED: 11/04/99 AT 0700 HOURS 
BOOKING: 


———— 


VICTIMS: 


V#1: WEDEL, MARK 


Deputy Sheriff, Employee # EE 
Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department/ Carson Station 


V#2: WILKINSON, Darrin 
Deputy Sheriff, Employee # EE 
Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department/ Carson Station 


On Thursday, November 4, 1999 at 0630 hours, Investigators were assigned to investigate 
the Non-Hit Deputy Involved “Shooting at [EN] Mariia Avenue in the City of Norwalk. 


Atthe scene, Investigators were assisted by Investigators J. Biehn and C. Brackpool. They were 


assigned the responsibility of documenting the crime scene and related evidence. For a complete 
explanation of their actions and activities as well as a detailed crime scene description, refer to 


CD 
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the supplemental report by Investigators G. Biehn and C. Brackpool, which will become a 
permanent part of this investigation. 


Investigators were also assisted by personnel from the Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department 
Criminalistics Laboratory, Firearms and Identification Section. They will prepare their reports 
explaining their activities. 


Upon our arrival atthe crime scene, Investigators were informed that several witnesses along with 
several subjects had been transported to the Norwalk Sheriffs Station for interviewing by 
Investigators. 


On Thursday, 11/4/99 at 1115 hours, Investigators interviewed Subject 

MH/15. This interview was conducted at the Norwalk Sheriffs:Station interview room. Subject 
was advised of his Miranda Rights to which he stated he understood and waived. Refer 

to the Miranda Rights Card, which was initialed and signed by Subject] Below is a brief 

synopsis of the interview with Subject) Refer to the audio cassette tape for a compete 

account of his interview. 


Subje statedthathe resides in thellllinouse located at inthe 
City He lives at this residence with his NEN ndi Subject 
EN indicated that occasionally he spends the night in the rear house, (also described as 


a converted garage), which is located at the rear of Marrilla Avenue in Norwalk. Subject 
related that on Wednesday, November 3, 1999, he decided to spend the night in the 
rear house m garage), along with his two friends, whom he identified p 
and 


Subject indicated that his two friends went to sleep first and at 0200 hours, he fell 
asleep. Subject indicated that before dawn, he was awaken by a sound from what he 
thought to be a gun shot. He said that due to numerous recent shootings in the area, he armed 
himself with his AK-47 rifle and went to the front door of the rear house. He indicated that at that 
time, one of his friends was asleep in the same mattress on the floor where he had been sleeping 
and that his other friend was sleeping on the couch. He described that as he opened the door, 
he held the barrel end of the rifle in his left hand and opened the door with his right hand. He 
said that as the door began to open, he pushed it further open, using his body and returning his 
right hand to the trigger area of the weapon. ` 


Subject said that as the door opened, he heard several shots fired. At that time, he 
realized that the shots were being fired at him and.he believed the shots were fired by police as 
hé was illuminated by flashlight. Subject aid that at that time, he dropped the gun to 
the ground as he wanted the police to know that the gun was outside and no longer in his 
possession. After dropping the gun, he retreated back inside the house. 


ED 
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Subject | E that a short time later, he and his friends were ordered out of the house, 
handcuffed and transported to the Norwalk Sheriffs Station. 


Subject MN related that the AK-47 belonged to him and added that he had purchased the 
weapon a year ago from an acquaintance in the neighborhood for four hundred dollars. He 
declined to identify that acquaintance who sold-him the weapon. 


Subject HB indicated that the weapon was fully automatic and had been cut down to 
approximately twenty inches in length. He indicated that the weapon was capable of being 
loaded with thirty rounds, however, on this occasion it was loaded with twenty rounds in the clip 
and no bullets in the chamber. Additionally, the weapon's safety was in the off position. 


When asked about the use of the weapon, Subject EEE stated that he has never personally 
fired the rifle. He added that it may have been fired on New Year's Eve of 1999. He indicated 
that occasionally, he lends the rifle to various friends, whom he declined to identify. He stated 
that these friends always return the rifle when they are done using it. Subject imn. 
specifically asked about the potential use of this weapon during the month of August 1999. He 
replied that the gun had been “lent,” out several times during that month. 


, however, he did not 


When asked if he was an active member of a gang, he related that he was not from any where, 
but that the people he "hangs with" are members of the “Carmelas Gang." 


Subject indicated that a few weeks ago, while standing across the street from his house, 
he was shot by unknown people. He indicated that he sustained a small scratch type wound to 
one of his feet. He indicated that his [E treated the injury at home indicating that medical 
treatment would be too expensive. He further indicated that the police were not advised of the 
shooting as they have not yet 


Subject was asked what school he attends, he indicated that he was not enrolled in a 
high school as he had “home study,” however, had not completed those studies and at the 
present time did not attend any school. The interview with Subject was ended at 1214 
hours. 


It should be noted that during:the crime scene search of the rear location, (MEE Mariia 


Avenue, Norwalk), where the shooting occurred, Investigators J. Biehn and C. Brackpool located 
and recovered a single bullet similar to the. rounds loaded into the AK-47 assault rifle. This 
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single round was discovered near.the mattress on the floor where Subject [reportedly 
slept. 


On Thursday, 11/4/99 at 1535 hours, Investigators interviewed Victim #1, (Deputy Mark Wedel). 
This interview was conducted. at the Norwalk Sheriffs.Station, interview room. Below is a brief 
synopsis of Deputy Wedel's interview. For a complete content ofthis interview, refer to the audio 
cassette tape of that conversation. 


Deputy Wedel related that he along with several other deputies arrived at the location, f= 
Marrilla Avenue in the City of Norwalk, in regards to a search warrant. Deputy Wedel along with 
other deputies were assigned the rear structure containment of that location. As he deployed, 
he heard the loud sound of a “flashbang” device exploding in the close vicinity. Deputy Wedel 
stated that as he neared the rear structure, he noted that Witness Deputy Lopez was taking up 
his assigned position along thé south side of the building and Deputy Wilkinson was behind him 
and had positioned himself along the south side of the driveway adjacent to a parked vehicle. 


Deputy Wedel said that as he was standing in a position approximately at the driver's door of this 
parked vehicle, he heard the sound of what seemed to be a door latch operating in the vicinity 
of the east facing door to the rear structure. Deputy Wedel said that with the illumination of his 
flashlight, he looked toward the door and saw Subject [I holding an “AK-47" assault rife. 


Deputy Wedel said that as the door continued to open, he observed En exitthe rear 
Structure and walked one or two feet outside the door. Deputy Wedet began to yell "Sheriff" then 
yelled a warning to other deputies by exclaiming, “AK-47!", several times. Simultaneously , he 
noted that the assault rifle was now leveled and pointing in the direction of several Sheriff's 
Deputies who were walking toward the front of the property. He a(so’noted that he and Deputy 
Wilkinson were in the line of fire if Subject MERE aimed the weapon slightly toward his right. 


Deputy Wedel fearing for his safety.and the safety of other deputies present, said he then fired 
six to seven rounds from his Departmentally issued pistol at the Subject. Deputy Wedel said that 
when the Subject retreated back into the building, Deputy Wedel moved toward the street seeking 
better cover, as he realized that the vehicle was not sufficient cover against an AK-47 round. 


Deputy Wedel related that sometime later, three individuals were removed from inside the rear 
Structure and ultimately were taken to the street area in front of the house. At that time, Deputy 


Wedel recognized Subje as the person who pointed the AK-47 at deputies. He also 
noted that Subj made the commentto the effect that he would be dead if the deputies 
had been a better shot. 


An inspection of Deputy Wedél's duty weapon revealed that it is a Beretta, Model 92F, Serial # 
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BERS. When inspected by Investigators, the weapon was observed to contain one live 
round in.the-magazine and eight live rounds all of WIN SXT 9mm bullets in a magazine. -A 
second magazine contained 15 live rounds of the same ammunition. Deputy Wedel explained 
that a normal load for his weapon is 15 live rounds in the magazine and.one live round in the 
chamber. Deputy Wedel explained also that immediately following the shooting, he reloaded his 
weapon with a full magazine which explained the partial magazine being in his pouch and the full 
magazine being in his pistol whén examined by Investigators. 


Deputy Wedel's service weapon was transported to the Los Angeles County Sheriffs Crime 
Lab/Firearms by Deputy Walley for processing. 


On Thursday, 11/4/99 at 1450 hours, Investigators interviewed Victim #2, (Deputy Darrin 
Wilkinson). This interview was conducted at the Norwalk Sheriff's Station interview room. Below 
is a brief synopsis of his interview. Fora complete detailed account of this interview, refer to the 
audio cassette tape of this conversation, which will become a permanent part of this investigation. 


Deputy Wilkinson stated that he arrived at the location along with other deputies in regards to ta 
search warrant His primary area of responsibility was the containment of the rear structure 
located at |Marrilla Avenue, in the City of Norwalk. 


Deputy Wilkinson stated that as he approached the south driveway of the location, he heard the 
loud sound of a *flashbang" device exploding.nearby. He noted that this noise would definitely 
be loud enough to alert anyone inside at either structure at the location. He also noted that the 
dogs were barking in the nearby yard. He related that as he approached the parked car, in the 
South driveway, he heard Deputy Wedel yell, "Sheriff drop it,” and then heard.the sound of 
gunshots. He said that he looked in the direction of the door of the rear structure, he saw a 
person later identified as Subject lllo icing an “AK-47" at what he described a “port arms 
position.” 


Deputy Wilkinson explained that to him, a “port arms” position was one in which a rifle would be 
held horizontally. He demonstrated this by positioning his left hand and right hand at “breast” 
level and further holding his hands as if he. was holding a rifle. 


Deputy Wilkinson noted that the area in which the Subject was pointing the AK-47 was toward 
the area where Industry Sheriffs's Deputies were positioning themselves at the front house 
located atllllgkarrila Avenue. Deputy Wilkinson also noted that he and Deputy Wedel were 
Potentially in the line of fire and he further realize that any cover present was not sufficient to stop 
an AK-47 round. Fearing for his safety and the safety of other deputies, he fired two rounds.at 
the person, who was later identified as Subject MR 
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Deputy Wilkinson related that the Subject re-entered the structure and was subsequently 
removed with two other persons at the direction of assisting Sheriffs Deputies. He also related 
that as these people were removed from the rear structure, he identified Subject, s the 
person pointing the AK-47. 


Inspection of Deputy Wilkinson's service weapon reveated that it is a Beretta, Model 92F, Serial 
*BE NN. Upon examination of his weapon, it was learned that this weapon wes loaded 
with one live round in the chamber and 13 live rounds in the magazine, all consisting of WIN SXT 
9mm bullets. A second magazine was loaded with fifteen tive rounds of similar ammunition. 
Deputy Wilkinson indicated that a normal load for his weapon is one round in his chamber and 
15 in his magazine. 


Deputy Wilkinson's service weapon was transported to the Los Angeles County Sheriff's 
Department/Criminalistics Laboratory/ Firearms Section for processing by Deputy Wally. 


Other interviews were conducted by Investigators which will be reported in later supplemental 
reports. 


This case will be presented to the District Attorney's Office at Los Padrinos Juvenile Hall for 
appropriate action. Due to time constraints this report will be submitted for filing purposes in its 
unapproved rough draft configuration. 


D we 
BY: MARGARITA BARRON, VESTIGATOR 
MARK WINTERS, SERGEANT 
ASSIGNED: DETECTIVE DIVISION/ HOMICIDE BUREAU 
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